
You can request a license 
verification to another state on 
line? 
An Official License Verification 
can be requested through the 

portal  https://elicense.ohio.gov). After logging in, go to 
the OPTIONS button for the license you want to verify, 
then select SEND VERIFICATION from the drop down 
menu. Enter the requested information and pay the 
fee.   The verification fee is $15.00. The application fee is 
non‐refundable and must be paid by credit card (Visa, 
MasterCard, or Discover).  Submit payment online with 
verification request.  
 
The Ohio Revised Code authorizes 
the Board to investigate 
compliance with the laws and rules 
governing the practice and to 
investigate alleged grounds for discipline of a license or 
refusal to issue a license Further information regarding 
the complaint and investigation process can be found 
here:  File a Complaint | eLicense (ohio.gov)  

 

Meet Your Occupational Therapy Chair 

Mary Beth Lavey serves on the OTPTAT Joint Board and is the OT section chair. She has been on the Board 
since October 2012.  Her last term ends in August. 

Lavey graduated from Lourdes College in Sylvania Ohio, where she was a member of the first graduating 
class for the OTA program.  

Where did you begin your career and what convinced you that OT was the career fit for you? 

My first COTA/L job (1981) was in Napoleon Ohio at Filling Memorial Home of Mercy. From there I went to 
work at Shugarman’s Surgical Supply Co. in the custom wheelchair and rehab seating departments. 

In 1989 I went to Papua, New Guinea to work with the Sisters of Notre Dame serving at a vocational school 
for girls and the local hospital. I had been in the country for only 3 months when I was given the unique 

opportunity to work with a young man who had suffered a spinal cord injury (quadriparesis) while playing rugby.  We started working 3-4 
days a week for the next six months adapting to his environment, providing ROM and simple strengthening exercises. By the end of the 
six months he was taking steps with parallel bars and able to walk with a walker donated by my family. It was a wonderful experience to 
be in the right place at the right time to help this young man regain his independence and quality of life again. 

Where do you work now? 

I work for the Wood County Board of DD where my job as an OTA is my passion and ministry. I have been here for the last 31 + years.  

What led you to apply for the Board? 

I had just finished serving 4 years as the Co-Chair for the NW OOTA District and mentors encouraged me to apply for the OTA position on 
the Board. Serving as the OTA on the board has provided me with the opportunity to clarify the OTA’s role and expertise as an OT 
practitioner. It has been an honor to serve and give back to the profession I love. 

Do you have any advice for Board license holders? 

Make a commitment to become familiar with the laws and rules. They should be the cornerstone for all the professional decisions you 
make.  Reflect on your work integrity because unethical practice can be a slippery slope and jeopardize your career. 

 

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY 

SECTION   

May 13  9:30 AM 

+1 614-721-2972 United States 

 Phone Conference ID: 235 997 960# 
 

 

ATHLETIC TRAINERS SECTION 

May 14   8:30 AM 

+1 614-721-2972 United States  

Phone Conference ID:479 553 211# 

 

 

(Meetings Held via Microsoft TEAMS) 

 

 

 

ORTHOTICS, PROSTHETICS AND 

PEDORTHICS ADVISORY COUNCIL  

May 19   2:00 PM  

+1 614-721-2972 United States 

 Phone Conference ID: 587 781 10#  
 

 

JOINT BOARD MEETING 

May 20  8:30 AM 

+1 614-721-2972 

Phone conference ID: 740 739 762#  
 

 

PHYSICAL THERAPY SECTION  

May 20  10:00 AM 

+1 614-721-2972 United States,  

Phone Conference ID: 382 651 594#  

Ohio Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy, and Athletic Trainers Board 

April 2021 

Schedule of May 2021 OTPTAT Board meetings: 

https://elicense.ohio.gov
https://elicense.ohio.gov/oh_filecomplaint
https://elicense.ohio.gov/oh_filecomplaint
https://otptat.ohio.gov/Occupational-Therapy/Minutes-Agendas
https://otptat.ohio.gov/Occupational-Therapy/Minutes-Agendas
https://otptat.ohio.gov/Athletic-Training/Minutes-Agendas
https://otptat.ohio.gov/Orthotics-Prosthetics-and-Pedorthics/Minutes-Agendas
https://otptat.ohio.gov/Orthotics-Prosthetics-and-Pedorthics/Minutes-Agendas
https://otptat.ohio.gov/Joint-Board-Minutes
https://otptat.ohio.gov/Physical-Therapy/Minutes-Agendas


 

 

 

David L. Day, III is the newest 

member of the Ohio 

Occupational Therapy, Physical 

Therapy, and Athletic Trainers 

Board as a Paralegal in the 

Enforcement Division. After graduating from Columbus State 

Community College’s Paralegal Studies program, David worked as a 

paralegal in private practice law firms of Cooper & Elliott and Poling 

prior to joining the OTPTAT staff. David is currently pursuing a Bachelor 

of Science in Criminal Justice Administration. David is an avid reader and 

theme park enthusiast. He is also an active member in the music 

ministry at Church of the Master United Methodist in Westerville, Ohio, 

as well as various theatre groups and community choruses. David is 

excited to learn more about the regulatory side of Ohio’s laws and rules 

and their application to the professions of Occupational Therapy, 

Physical Therapy, Athletic Trainer, Orthotist, Pedorthist, and  

Prosthetist. 

From the PT Section: The PT Section 

occasionally receives questions with 
regard to the ethics of accepting gifts 
from patients.  

The PT Section gives the following advice: A license holder shall 
neither derive nor solicit any form of monetary profit or personal 
gain as a result of their professional relationship with patients or 
immediate former patients, beyond the payment of fees for 
physical therapy services rendered. However, unsolicited token 
gifts from a client are permissible.  

The OTPTAT Board is excited to announce the passage of the PT Compact – Senate Bill 5 (Roegner, 

Blessing). You can read more about the PT Compact at http://ptcompact.org/. Senate Bill 5 was 

signed into law by Governor Mike DeWine and will be effective on June 30, 2021. The PT Section is 

working hard on implementation of the Compact and will be sure to announce a date to start issuing privileges as soon as it has been 

decided. In the meantime, please make sure you are subscribed to the OTPTAT Board list serve for the latest news on rule development for 

the Compact. https://otptat.ohio.gov/Consumers/Board-Listservs 

Additionally, the OT Compact - Senate Bill 7 (Roegner) was signed into law and will also be effective on June 30, 2021. Ohio was the second 

state to enact the OT Compact. There must be a total of ten states to pass the OT Compact in order for it 

to become operational, so the timeline for issuing OT Compact privileges is expected to be much longer. 

You can read more about the progress of the OT Compact at https://otcompact.org/.  

Information on Pending Rules– we listen– send comments to rules @otptat.ohio.gov 

Rule Number Title Summary of Changes 

4755-63-15 Unique and Exceptional qualifications 

This rule implements Senate Bill 68, which allows the Board to 
establish unique and exceptional qualifications for licensure. 
This is an effort to allow licensure for individuals who have 
been practicing in another state for many years but do not 
qualify under Ohio’s licensure law because they do not and 
cannot meet the residency requirement. In this case, years of 
experience and reference documents may be taken into 
account. These rules are modeled from similar efforts in other 
states, including Texas in particular. 

4755-7-11 
Youth sports concussion and head 
injury assessment and clearance (OT) 

The rules are updated to reference the Berlin Guidelines (2016) 
on concussion in sport instead of the Zurich Guidelines (2012). 
The rules also reference a return to play form that is now 
posted on the OTPTAT Board website. 

Berlin Guidelines 

Return to Play Form 

4755-27-08 Youth sports concussion and head 
injury assessment and clearance (PT) 

4755-43-13 
Youth sports concussion and head 
injury assessment and clearance (AT) 

4755-45-01 Continuing Education 

Eliminates the requirement for two hours of education cover 
evidence based practice per renewal cycle. This is in line with 
the changes being made by the Board of Certification of 
Athletic Trainers, which is incorporating EBP in every 
continuing education offering, thus rendering the separate 
requirement moot. 

PT Continuing Education Audit 

The Physical Therapy Section of the OTPTAT Board is 

conducting its regular CE Audit of Physical Therapists 

covering the period of February 1, 2018 to January 31, 

2020, as required by Ohio Administrative Code 

rule 4755-23-08. Audit notices will come from the board via email to a 

random sampling of licensees. If you receive a notice, simply submit the 

proper documentation to the board by May 21, 2021. https://

otptat.ohio.gov/Physical-Therapy/Continuing-Education 

http://ptcompact.org/
https://otptat.ohio.gov/Consumers/Board-Listservs
https://otcompact.org/
https://otptat.ohio.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=BTt4cjku4u4%3d&portalid=0
https://otptat.ohio.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=88dmsizsWeo%3d&portalid=0
https://otptat.ohio.gov/Portals/0/Rules/concussion%20rules%20FYR%202021/Consensus%20statement%20on%20concussion%20in%20sport%20-%20Berline__.pdf?ver=4dgo6eSwPsBV9_hhJWuQBA%3d%3d
https://otptat.ohio.gov/Portals/0/Rules/concussion%20rules%20FYR%202021/Medical_Clearance_Return_to_Play_Form.pdf?ver=fZKkotWTyJb2seYDTeiajA%3d%3d
https://otptat.ohio.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=I1ZhMg7n4dA%3d&portalid=0
https://otptat.ohio.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=53UWmhOefeY%3d&portalid=0
https://otptat.ohio.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=w05ltoGQir8%3d&portalid=0
https://otptat.ohio.gov/Physical-Therapy/Continuing-Education
https://otptat.ohio.gov/Physical-Therapy/Continuing-Education


Formal Board Actions Taken by the Ohio Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy,  

and Athletic Trainers Board  

March 2021 

 

 

Patrick Bakers  Sanction: Voluntary Surrender 

OT004234  Basis for Action: Baker provided zero (0) contact hours of continuing education completion within the continuing  
   education reporting period of July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2019. 
   Board Action Date: 3/11/2021 

 

Lindsay Fuentes   Sanction: Licensure Revocation  
OTA004151  Basis for Action: Fuentes provided zero (0) contact hours of continuing education completion within the continuing  

   education reporting period of July 1, 2016, to June 30, 2018.  
   Board Action Date: 3/11/2021 

 

Erin Grimes   Sanction: Written reprimand; Grimes shall pay a fine of $3,500.00; complete an AOTA approved  
OT007612  documentation course; Grimes  

  
   Basis for Action: While employed as an occupational therapist, Grimes failed to make appropriate patient’s notes. 

Board Action Date: 3/11/2021 
 

 

George Merkich   Sanction: License Revocation  .   
OTA04509  Basis for Action: Merkich provided zero (0) contact hours of continuing education completion within the continuing  

   education reporting period of July 1, 2016, to June 30, 2018.   
Board Action Date: 3/11/2021 
 

Kim Mitterko   Sanction: License Revocaton  

OTA002365  Basis of Action: Mitterko provided zero (0) contact hours of continuing education completion within the continuing  

   education reporting period of July 1, 2016, to June 30, 2018.  
Board Action Date: 3/11/2021 
 

James Badowski   Sanction: Voluntary Surrender  
AT000950  Basis for Action: Badowski completed twenty two (22) contact hours of continuing education reporting period of October 
   1, 2016 to September 30, 2018.  
   Board Action Date: 3/12/2021 
 

Fayaz Bhanji   Sanction: Bhanji’s license to practice as a physical therapist in the State of Ohio shall be placed on probation for a period 
PT010543   of one (1) year; written reprimand; subject to drug and alcohol screenings during entire course of probation; abide by all 
   treatment programs designated by his employer; unconditionally pass PROBE course; Bhanji

   
   Basis for Action: On February 19, 2020 while working as a physical therapist, Bhanji tested positive for THC during a drug 

   screening.  Bhanji admitted to consuming marijuana.     

   Board Action Date: 3/18/2021 
 

John Bowman  Sanction: License Revocation.  
PTA000108  Basis of Action: On or about December 20, 2019, Bowman was convicted of gross sexual impositions, a felony of the  
   fourth degree, sexual imposition, a misdemeanor of the third degree and public indecency, a misdemeanor of the fourth 
   degree. These crimes occurred during the course of practice as a physical therapy assistant. Bowman also violated his  

   duty to report his criminal conviction to the board. . 
   Board Action Date: 3/18/2021 
 
Tara Caldwell  Sanction: Caldwell shall comply and successfully complete all terms of her settlement with the Kentucky Board of PT019035
   Physical Therapy; Caldwell shall provide a copy of the consent agreement to any current and future employers during the 
   term of this agreement. 
   Basis of Action: On or about July 30, 2020, the Kentucky Board of Physical Therapy disciplined Caldwell’s license for  
   failure to maintain adequate patient records. 
   Board Action Date: 3/18/2021 

OTPTAT Board  

 77 S. High Street, 16th Floor • Columbus, Ohio 43215-6108  Tel: (614) 466-3774 • TTY: (877) 644-6826  

https://otptat.ohio.gov/Consumers/Enforcement
https://otptat.ohio.gov/Consumers/Enforcement
https://otptat.ohio.gov/


Formal Board Actions Taken by the Ohio Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy,  

and Athletic Trainers Board  

April 2021 

 

Mark Williams  Sanction: .License shall be suspended for an indefinite period of time not less than a period of six (6) months; Upon 

PTA08104  reinstatement, Williams’ license is restricted to not allowing Williams to practice physical therapy in a home health  
   setting.  After a three (3) year probationary period, Williams may apply to  modify restriction; During Williams’  
   probationary period that commences upon reinstatement, his current employer shall submit to the board biannual  
   reports; The board reserves the right to impose restrictions based on the results of the mental health and fit for practice 
   evaluation; Williams, at his own expense and prior to his license being considered for reinstatement, shall complete a  
   “mental health and fit for practice” evaluation, or its equivalent, which shall be conducted by a licensed medical  
   professional, approved by the Enforcement Division of the Board. Said report must include current mental status,  
   substance abuse, any and all diagnosis, treatment/medication recommendations, his/her professional opinion regarding 
   Williams’ fitness to practice as a physical therapist assistant, and if necessary, recommendations for license   
   restrictions. Williams must abide by any and all recommendations of the fit for mental health and practice   
   evaluation. Williams must sign all releases so information can be released to the Enforcement Division of the   
   Board; Williams must ensure that all information regarding the fit for practice evaluation, recommendations, and  
   compliance with evaluator’s recommendations is received by the Enforcement Division of the board; The board reserves 
   the right to institute restrictions and/or license revocation based on the findings in the evaluation; Williams must provide 
   proof of completion of any rehabilitation recommendation. The board reserves the right to submit documentation to be 
   reviewed and considered in the “mental health and fit for practice” evaluation.  Williams shall "unconditionally pass" the 
   PROBE Ethics & Boundaries Program; provide copy of the Consent Agreement to any current and future employers during 
   the term of the Consent Agreement.  
   Basis for Action: Between March 9, 2018 and March 14, 2018, while working as a physical therapist assistant, Williams  
   failed to adhere to the minimal standards of acceptable and prevailing practice by attempting to coordinate a private  
   meeting and sending inappropriate messages to Patient l, which was unrelated to the physical therapy plan of care.  
   Board Action Date: 4/23/2021 

 

OTPTAT Board  

 77 S. High Street, 16th Floor • Columbus, Ohio 43215-6108  Tel: (614) 466-3774 • TTY: (877) 644-6826  

It’s OK not to be OK 

Text the keyword “4hope” to 741 741 to be connected 

to a trained Crisis Counselor within 5 minutes. 

Any person may need help in coping with a stressful 

situation. Reach out by text to communicate with 

someone trained to listen and respond in a method 

that is private, secure and confidential. 

The Crisis Text Line is a free, confidential service 

available 24/7 via text on mobile devices. 

Throughout Ohio, you can text the keyword “4hope” 

to 741 741 to be connected to a trained Crisis 

Counselor. Data usage 

while texting Crisis Text 

Line is free and the 

number will not appear 

on a phone bill with the 

mobile service carrier. 

People of all ages can use 

Crisis Text Line. 

On June 30, 2021 

Your Occupational  
Therapist license  

expires 
 

 

 On July 1, 2021 

559 Occupational Therapist Assistant Licenses will expire. 

420 Athletic Trainer Licenses will expire. 

1761 Orthotist, Pedorthist, Prosthetist, Prosthetist-Orthotist 

and Physical Therapy Assistant licenses will expire. 

You cannot renew late. It is against the law to practice in 
the state of Ohio on an expired license. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Renew Now 

https://otptat.ohio.gov/Consumers/Enforcement
https://otptat.ohio.gov/Consumers/Enforcement
https://otptat.ohio.gov/
https://elicense.ohio.gov/OH_HomePage

